








FIRST RIDE

. ... Continued

So here we are again, basically the same place we left off at the
end of Issue 41. How does one use this information to choose the
right brake pad? Well our story hasn’t changed from last time—the
conclusions bear repeating:

1. Stick with a name-brand brake pad. While this may sound
obvious, there are countless no-name products on the market
that could compromise your brake system performance.
Nobody can tell how well a brake pad will perform by looking
at the box, so rely on the company whose name is printed on
the side. In a pinch anything that ¢ Whdly be able to get you
through, but sticking with a Performance Friction or Hawk
brand pad (and there are many more—these are just examples)
will most likely give you a more consistent product than a set
of $9.99 Super Stoppers from the local discount auto parts
counter.

2. In brake pad land, you still get what you pay for. Brake pad
design, formulation, and manufacturing are not rocket science,
but there is only so much quality that can be baked into a
$9.99 set of linings, lifetime warranty or not. There is a very
good reason that most racing brake pads cost hundreds of
dollars—the materials that provide consistent friction at high
temperatures cost more than those that fall apart on lap three.
These same materials are required in severe use towing and
hauling applications, so don’t expect to pay any less!

3. Listen to recommendations from people using their trucks like
you do. Word-of-mouth advertising is still one of the best ways
to get a product known, and those brake pads with extreme
performance, either good or bad, are certainly going to get
noticed. Just because everyone is using a particular set of
pads doesn’t mean it's the best choice for you, but it sure can
be a great place to start.

4. Don't be afraid to call the brake pad manufacturer, dealer, or
distributor directly to get a pad recommendation. Typically
a manufacturer will have several pad compounds to choose
from, and the best ¢ W your application may not be obvious.
Share all of your expectations and requirements and see
what they have to offer. Naturally you will have to temper this
recommendation with the knowledge that they are also trying
to sell you their product, but it never hurts to ask.

Shown are Hawk-brand semi-metallic brake pads.
They passed the magnet test.
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Well, That Didn’t Help Very Much
Okay, then try this on for size:

1. If you are using your truck as it was intended and working it
hard, chances are that a semi-metallic lining will work well for
you. It can take the abuse and has good wear characteristics
at elevated temperatures. At the same time, you are probably
more tolerant of brake noise and a little bit more brake dust.

2. Ifyou spend most of your time commuting in your truck, chances
are that a NAO lining or a ceramic pad might better suit your
needs. The dusting might be lower than with a semi-metallic
pad and the rotor life will be extended somewhat. Just don’t
rely on them too heavily when you are descending Pike’s Peak
with 1500 pounds of gravel in the bed.

Note that in any case there most certainly are some crappy semi-
metallic pads which will be out-performed by some NAO pads,
and vice versa. Remember, it's not the marketing category that's
important—it’s the demonstrated performance of the pad to live up
to your particular needs.

In closing, there are no hard and fast rules, no absolutes, and no
guarantees. To wit:

v Do ceramic pads always dust less than semi-metallic pads?
Not necessarily.

v Do semi-metallic pads always display better friction consistency
than NAO pads? Not always.

v Are NAO pads the quietest pads on the market?
Sometimes.

v Will any of these pads decrease my stopping distance?
No—the tire still ultimately stops the truck. (I just had to throw
that in at the end.)

It all boils down to having a little bit of faith, a good measure of
trust, a heap of education, and a whole bunch of luck. Hopefully,
armed with this new knowledge, you now have more than enough
education to ask the right questions.

James Walker, Jr.
TDR Writer



